
Mixed Media Nicho Box
Create and personalize your own nicho box

using recycled materials, foil, and paper!

What is a nicho box?
Nichos are often parts of or extensions of household Dia de Muertos altars. They are 
small three-dimensional frames or boxes that contain images depicting saints, loved 
ones, ancestors, or an ex-voto. Traditionally, they were little shrines associated with 
religious practices and were often thought to provide protection. The most common 
images used in traditional nichos are the Virgin Mary and, in Central America, the 
Virgin of Guadalupe.

Contemporary nichos have expanded into more non-traditional subject matter, including 
secular and even humorous topics. But they still commonly represent themes and figures 
that are popular in Latino culture.

What will you put in your nicho? Try to think of people, things, and ideas that are 
important to you and find or make objects that represent them.

About the Artist
ShoreLake Arts is proud to present this project created by local Seattle artist 
Amaranta Ibarra Sandys. Amaranta was born and raised in Mexico City and 
creates artwork that is inspired by social change, nature and cycles, and reclaiming 
ancestral images.

Find out more about Amaranta, Dia de Muertos, and ShoreLake Arts, and even 
download another art project at www.shorelakearts.org/dia. Oh, and donʼt 
forget to come by the ShoreLake Arts Gallery after 12:00 PM on November 2 to 
add to the community altar and pick up free sugar skull stickers!



Instructions
1.)

2.)

3.)

4.)

5.)

6.)

Cut the top lid of the box into a 
semi-circle.
Line the inside of the box with 
aluminum foil and cover the 
remaining parts of the box with 
your colorful paper.
Glue the recycled materials (bottle 
caps, pop tabs, buttons, etc.) and 
faux flowers onto your nicho and use stickers and washi tape to decorate it.
Tape or glue the image on top of the foil in your nicho box and add more 
decorations around the edge of it, if desired.
All done! Display your nicho in a prominent place in your house or room during 
Dia de Muertos.
If you would like to, have an adult post a photo of your nicho box on Instagram 
and tag @ShoreLakeArts.

Supplies
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Any small cardboard box.
Any colorful paper, like 
origami paper, cardstock, 
construction paper, etc.
A small photo, drawing, 
or painting that represents 
someone or something 
that is important to you. 
This will be the subject of 
your nicho.
Scissors
Aluminum foil
Tissue paper flowers or 
other faux flowers
Small, colorful or shiny 
recycled materials, like bottle caps, pop tabs from soda cans, buttons, etc.
Glue gun (adults only!) or all-purpose glue, like Elmerʼs Glue-All.
Stickers and washi tape, preferably that are related to your subject (optional).


